
PRESTON 
PARK NEWS 
7 MAY 2008  

 
 

RECORD NUMBERS FOR START OF GREAT SEASON! 
 

Despite the chill wind, no fewer than 77 riders signed on at the first meet of the year on 23 April 
and provided some brilliant racing for all. A week later, rain threatened to ca ncel proceedings, 
but luckily it held off until after the meeting, enabling 59 riders to take part.  
 

Battle lines have been drawn in all categories. The top senior table is already beginning to look 
interesting and will be unpredictable until the end of th e season, because many of the top stars 
may not be able to attend every meet. Sean Yates will be busy with his pro team, Felix English 
will be riding  national championships and perhaps representing GB, Adam Gent has ñAò levels 
and  Lee Povey is doing the Na tional and European Masters Sprint Championships . This might 
just give a chance to a rider who, while not normally in the very top flight, is able to ride every 
week.  
 

The Senior ñBò league is already being dominated by Andy Parle, but he is being pushed h ard by 
young Charlie Heffernan, newcomer Rob Dean and a revitalised Nigel Foskett. Perhaps the most 
interesting battle this season will come from the U16s, where Louis Brasington and Nick Smith 
are tying at the top , with Tom Goldsmith just two points behin d. The other youth leaders are 
U14 Milo Burdeau, U12 Gabriel Parle, U10 Douglas McCauley and U8 Cory Anderson. See the full 
tables elsewhere in this issue and on www.scrl.co.uk.  
 

THINGS TO LOOK FORWARD TO , HERE AT PRESTON PARK 
There are always an amazing amount of things to look forward to at Preston Park, whether you are a rider or a 
spectator. The Sussex Cycle Racing League has been described as ñthe friendliest and best league in the countryò 

for good reason. Seniors get at least 5 races per meet and youths get 3. Our officials are friendly and fair. The 
refreshments are second to none. We have weekly reports appearing on our own new website and on three other 

cycling sites. Preston Park News comes out every three weeks during the season. There are three Championship 
evenings, when the seniors and every youth category each get their own title -races ï scratch, sprint and points. 

(See programme booklet for dates.) During the sprint championship evening, the council Road Safety Department 

will be present wit h a speed-gun and a speed indicator device to give accurate speeds. Each meet, the most 
deserving youth wins a £10 voucher kindly donated by AD Cycles. And for the first time, this season at each meet 

a total of £15 will be available (usually 3 x £5) for s enior primes (lap prizes ï these will be announced by a whistle 
the lap before). So, no end of reasons NOT to stay home and watch The Apprentice. Sir Alan, youôre fired!  

 

  
WELCOME, SEAN! 
Weôve had a good few star riders here at Preston Park over the years, 

but surely none as illustrious as Sean Yates (pictured) , who has helped 

liven up the first two meets. Sean is best -known for having won a TT 
stage of the Tour de France and for having held the maillot jaune. 

However, the modest and immensely likeable Sean would be the first to 
tell you that the Tour de France isnôt the only race of note in the world, 

and his cycling CV also boasts loads more feats: winner of the Tour of 

Belgium, 5th in Paris-Roubaix, British 25-mile and 50-mile TT champion, 
etc, etc. So, a very warm welcome to Sean. We know youôve got a very 

busy schedule, but we look forward to having you among us at Preston 
Park whenever youôre able to get here. Gavin   

 
 


